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Minutes of Annual General Meeting 11th September 2025
The meeting commenced at 4:10 PM
Attendees:  Mary Elgar (ME), Lee Wittenoom (LW), Richard Allen (RA), Doug Nixon-Smith (DN)
        Lorie Marshall (LM), Leigh Carroll (LC), Simon Walker (SW)

Apologies:  Peter Hall, Christine Chilvers, Marta Sandberg, Rosie Hunt, Colin Hunt, Dave Morton
[bookmark: _Hlk488679478]Matters arising from AGM 8th August 2024:
1. Motion: The Minutes from AGM,8th August 2024 be accepted. Moved SW, 2ndRA.  Carried.

Chairperson’s Report AGM 2025:
The past year has been marked by the creation of an orcharding museum to display the orcharding equipment that was housed in the Visitors Centre and also to tell the story of orcharding in Bridgetown. 
I wrote a grant application, having been persuaded to by our then local MP Jane Kelsbie, to the Native Forests Transition project for $39,000. This was to enable the rear shed to be clad and waterproofed inside, windows installed, and bitumen laid outside in the ‘exercise yard’ for proper display of the farm equipment we also own. At the same time it was decided to create a timeline of Bridgetown’s history for the side verandah wall so that the burden of creating ever-changing exhibitions along that wall was removed. The inside toilet was also connected to mains and is now fully functional. Thanks go to our Museum Volunteer, Tim Butler, for his help in doing all sorts of odd jobs around the museum and helping with structural repairs as needed.
Interpretive panels were researched, written, edited, and proofread. A total of 12 panels were created for the verandah and a total of 10 for the orcharding museum. Each panel took about 25-40 hrs to research and write. Editing each panel and proofreading it then took an additional 10 hrs to have ready for the designer (Bridgetown Design and Print) to create the panels and send off for printing.
The panels were printed but a printing error occurred and the panels are now being reprinted and should be ready to be hung by the end of September. Our first large group will be coming in mid-October and it is hoped the museum will be finished by then. There is still more work to do on interpreting many of the objects on display in the museum and putting up information sheets on them and this work will continue after the interpretive panels have been installed.
Further work was done on the continuing accessioning of photos and ephemera and objects donated to the BHS and Barbara Maher gathered a small team of helpers to continue this job.
The ghost walks were again an outstanding success with waiting lists for each of the four walks as more people tried to get on a walk. The cemetery walks will take place in October and they have also been a success in previous years. 
Thanks go to Lorie Marshall for continuing to do the role of Treasurer even though this year has been very tough for her. 
Mary Elgar
Treasurers Report 2025 – See attachment
Motion: Receive Treasurer’s report. Moved: LC, 2nd SW. Carried.
ME expressed a vote of thanks to LM for continuing her role of Treasurer despite her loss this year.

General Business:
All existing committee positions are declared vacant. SW took the chair and conducted the call for nominations.
Chairperson: Mary Elgar nominated by Simon Walker
Vice-Chair: Simon Walker nominated by Mary Elgar
Secretary: Richard Allen nominated by Lorraine Marshall
Treasurer: Lorie Marshall nominated by self
Ordinary: Leigh Carroll nominated by self
Ordinary: Doug Nixon-Smith nominated by self
All elected unopposed.
Other Business: ME expressed a vote of thanks to outgoing member and committee member Lee Wittenoom for her valuable contributions to the Historical Society since she joined in 2017.
Close of meeting: 4:40 PM
13/09/2025

image1.jpeg
BRIDGETOWN
HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC

SAVING HISTORY FOR THE FUTURE




